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Sexual Negotiation and HIV Serodisclosure
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ABSTRACT The aim of this study was to examine online profile and in-person commu-
nication patterns and their associations with unprotected anal intercourse (UAI) in online
and offline partnerships between men who have sex with men (MSM) who have never
tested for HIV (“Never Tested”), had been tested at least once for HIV (“Tested”), and
had tested positive for HIV. Between September and November 2005, 2,716 MSM
participated in a one-time online survey. Although 75% and 72% of the Tested and
Never Tested groups disclosed a HIV-negative status in all of their online profiles, 17% of
HIV-positive participants did so. Exchanging HIV status information was highest among
the Tested group, while HIV-positive men were most likely to negotiate UAI. Sero-
disclosure was not an independent predictor of UAI, although making an explicit agree-
ment to engage in UAI was. Sexual communication and risk-taking patterns differed by
testing status. Explicit agreements to avoid UAI were associated with reduced sexual risk-
taking. Misrepresentation of HIV status is an identified challenge for HIV prevention.
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INTRODUCTION

There has been a resurgence of HIV/AIDS infections among men who have sex with
men (MSM) in the United States and other Western industrialized countries.1,2 Many
MSM attribute the increasing acceptance and practice of unprotected anal
intercourse (UAI) within the gay community to ineffective safer sex campaigns,
advances in treatment, and fatigue regarding the AIDS epidemic.3 Likewise, HIV
transmission dynamics have changed in response to the rapid emergence of tech-
nology in mediating sexual liaisons.4–7 A recent meta-analysis found that at least
40% of MSM used the Internet to seek sex partners and that going online for this
purpose was associated with increased risk for UAI, particularly among HIV-positive
MSM (HIV + MSM).8 Although studies show that MSM who use the Internet to seek
sex partners are at increased risk for UAI compared to those that do not,9,10 much
remains to be known of how condom negotiation and serostatus disclosure occurs in
Internet-mediated sexual partnerships and what relationship these have with
subsequent sexual risk.

The popularity of using the Internet to locate sexual partners is credited to the
medium’s accessibility, affordability, anonymity, and acceptability.11–13 Namely, it
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